“‘ The Bedfnrd M.I traces its Imeage back tn the start nf the Secnn
 World War, and its underlying technology comes from the days

o hefure The Beatles were formed. Maybe that’s why it's still in

s serwce tuday and why a small army of demubhed examples ar&

tru:k for enthusiasts, this one - the MJ is a true workhorse wh ose i
 flexibility, rugged simplicity and phenomenal off-road perfnrmance
make it as strong an uptlun as it was when |t was hrand new .
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ere ara people who gothrough a
lifetimes off-roading withowt eeer
hearing about the Bedford MU, Chances
dre you'd necognize & Pinegager or Land

Aoar 10T, Bul the rall"i'ﬁ'#ll when dooyowlas

HEF S

Actually, it was prababhy moee recantly than

wau think. When yail spof.a 101 or Finzgauer
tend e modice (L But the WY s unioks
averlookad. . so maybie its mom common than
WL e,
The ML s fikea prog Farssnd in roghes or

...1|:| =|i=r|.1IE glnrﬂ. .\hll:h r.lrelg.- rens I-.r:_!r_.l;l'u_1
s ciodsdey it dederves,
Speaking af wars, the Bedford M can trace
125 Hreadge right back to WAL Almass a decads
eane &t Hower ihought of buelding &

o havirg declared war, Britain realsed
it wasnt a5 well prepanod a5 1t had Nirst thansght,
There was & distinct lack of vehicles the Ay
could use for geting sbout on reugh terraing
and o Britain wiad bo heanee Dhe slighiesd chance ol
defesting the e
bettgr aguipped in tf

5 hor W ieiall obars,
tha parent '-1rn|:|'|rrr |:|F Bedford at the time,
and asked it ko come up with a eehicle Ehat
could eut-periorm Genmany™s ubigquitaus SdKiz

I, the QL wuas bean — a8

). ..HI T ey A - '
i | . N e : - T u -
AN :' i 1#% i J'-'.'"'"t — ""-" F%\ﬂ’ “l . The M5 predecesser, the OL was one of
f M i =T Rgh '5“ i"'i.,. h-‘:- -“1 - o the first vehicles to use & fenward-contred
\ 'Fﬂ“rlj,, REE LT h'-I-Jl L:l design, Thaugh the MJ was basically a
. T e _ .
§ revised version of the ME from the late
. G ] AR ST — ; 1950s, it traces 13 roals all the way back ta
— - g . ot T"-:_'—_-| ! the OL5 Entroduction in 1947, The vehlcio
= e — —— = i . im the pictures & a late example whose

s = : chassis plate linset] shows that |t was made

-~ by AWD Lid, the company that took it auer
o firom Bedford for its &5t five years before
production ceased In 1932
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Cher the years. Bedford developed the
tame simple design while retaining its classic
altribwte Years Lmed info decades war fmed
1o oold war-and the Ammy moved on from the QL
1 the BL and |aber the ME Finallty, in 1581, the
Latter was supersacad by the M

The MU's relgn was ta prove short-llved, as the
govermment of the e want against the Armm's
wishes by shandoning Bedford i favour of
Dritish Leyland when the time come to rensw its
contract. The compamny was sald in 1287 (o AWD
which coniEnued to pradsce & modéemised
wersion of the vehicle undil iE tac hit trouble and
Wit Bust in 1903

Etvcn | 1hoese Tesw wears, hosasrger, The k)
displayed enomgh wsability towamant isalf as
a capable toal pven today, S0 what IF it started
life as tha M4 before the Beatles were foemneds
The technobogy that wierked wondes in the

QL wehsim Sheann Miller was &t Number 1 with
Chatimneags Chag Choa was stlll right e the
money when e st ) carne aff the AWD
prad ustiam S b the woond of Caijs,

Bedfards ang 5[|||EFE'-II'|\',| e By b ATy
ewar i, and awhoha host of demcbbed
examples are doing every jobunder the sunin
the hands of privete owners = whio swear by the
vehichas ability.

Mo mare s than Jon Beech, of Jan Beech
Feecovesy, 'We uie the d0s for Eheir u sadlitg,
dugaiilivy, reliakility and siovplicity; he says, 'But
madt impartarth if vou hie the spec rlght,
thare i Ro other vehiok an this planet that will
out perfarm the A We negularly uses ours to
recower or winch 44 tonnes when off-rosd, o 34K
they do with saiel

They frequently get cberlogked, but inthe
right hands they e an dwescmes pisce of kit

The BMU's cabin & abaut as simple 85 it
gats, with twoe baslc seats and a dashboard
that's nathking more than a steel throud
with @ fesw necessany gauges on it It's
plenty spackous, thaugh, so there's no end
of epporunities to madify i if you want to
trepte a suitable environment for long-
range travel. Abawve, the transfer case s
eparated by a pair of mechandcal lewvers, one
far hikgh and low rangs and the other far
twa and fouwr-whesl drive

Frovdeding wau don't swedlaad it and keep the
walght cdoen, ard matia swee you don't fit the
raad-=gaing amy fynes - the bar gng type ane
mitech betber < therdbit will pudl 249 tonnes out of
traible no probiom. There's nething built yet
that will out perharm the /U for hard_tough
lf- i vtk

&5 for extrame off-road abilivg, kon says this
5 ‘Ches et biest thing b a mountain geat, Mo
srnall staterment ghven it hisgpe Bt print and
be<tan weight when fully lagen ithe Ammy's calls
foar-anne’ badoe refers to payload slonel

Farn has twa MUs 'Erlie' and Binga!and they've
baary usiad for Courtlags rescue misticns They v
e Crinbesd lomwiess, Borwed Gl sluck tragiors ard
generatly showed off the formidable povwer the
Becford's Analogue’ tachnolagy still cames.

lamses Rodinson also operates two his for
hits Aistohiomie business. Thess arg used for

The big differance betweon the M1 and the ME that preceded it was the introduction of

a 330c) 15,4 ftrel stralght-slx turbo-diesel engine. This enly produces 103hp, but a wall
tuned one will develop an scean of tergue while ticking over at a mere 300rpm. Driving an
M off-raad & a surreal experience —In low Tirst, you can sit with your feet off everything
while it crawis up steep, sfickly muddy hills so shawly it Barely seems fa be maving.
Hasteser much tractability yau thought it was possible for 8 vehicle to achieve, nothing

prepanes you for it
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Abeyee: Two wersions of the MU were produced, with and withowt a winch. The latter, which fetches a premium now, makes s formidable
recovery vehiche, Mot that that's the only winch you get on a Bedford = when your tyres are 12.00R203, you need & manual one bo lower

1fee apare fram e mount on the chassis

Halow: Start-up smake is nathing to be worried about on a Bedford diete| - it's considersd normal by people wihae Enow them, IF the
engina keeps chutfing it out once t's warm, on the other hand, those sameo experts would tell you not to buy it

off-road ra It vt bl iers
fram remete locatears, We hawe found over the
yrars that no atherwehicle matches the MY he
i Thesy e simgle 1o sraintain and parts are
readily available’ Mo small rnaties, thal

The Bediand ME. wailch preceded the i,
was fitted with i i-fued -

maorne paverful dissel engine in 1887,
a f.d-litre turbachanged sie-pot slugging aut
HAhp, the M name was born. The engine in
e MU wars miated 1o a standard four-speed
transmissian and was able fo get the beast up
Bmiph:
Bipe, you might be thinking a Bedfond

& UR-Y0

=1 % rnlllrnr:.- |_'|n|!'||||'|l;h..
: roc their new leader,
Thay certaimly would if yous decided 1o usa

the raaf hatch ba its full potential, by mounting
amachine gur &nd giving ther garden gnomes
& taste af heat, A pbile wake-up far suburks i
adist IpanEs
Id dietes ampone with a plichiods in

thei m,

Cifien, thowgh, with these kind of visions,
thare s a drawiback. The realty at if yau
wiene todo such a thing, you probebdy coaldn't
getyour M down the street without some
jurnged-ug loser m 1Ak PO Ea e o
el losetoikhe wing roe o his traglc
Fad-Eassesm orumibay, You could prababhy st
wimch 1t ot fhe way. though, Or drive

o it

praeer e

dut seripusly, ane thers any pitfalls? Should
wouk perally think about Gayireg an MU . and ifyau
did, what wisald it Be like bo live widh?

‘Well fir konawy il Bl e

beast, that’s Tor sure; But st
shoidd look out far?

EFe aryming yau

All Bedford =ngines smoke when coid, says
Jame=s R son. ' But they thowdd clear alter
el |
Arsiirer FHiue can be cabrot,
e floee ard around the ol guites,
et thare ang phar [ gy €

a short wile s i1 I8 ket clisr

transmissian as well, or difficulty engaging both
lery ared high riatios using the trandfer boo!

Stuart Garmer of & urgestclan is vet anolle
owner of nol ane bul bes Bedlond [
thepn i9 the wahicle in aur pho
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One look at the spring packs bolted to the top of the MI's axles will toll you everything you need to know absut ride quality. It's designed
o carmy four tonnes, let's not forget. The good news is that once you put & bitof weight in It the ruggedness starts to setthe down: better
still, possibly, conversions are available to downgrade the truck's gross weight to 7.5 tannes, allowing it ta be driven on a standard licence

Armourgeddan’ tenk palnibelling and milipss
viehlche grivinig aibe near Fushbands Bosecth in
Sough Lelcastarshina

Mo do have towaich for cab rot, he agreas,
‘arpund the doars, foof and wheelarchaes. But
generally they ane pretty bulletprool. They ane
sasy o getat, apart freen the starber motor - b
= bl seven yoars we've been inning ours,
warae anly had one starter motor grebden and
that's it

Thary are generally very ralisble and you
can get labs of bits for them, | can't really say
arything Bad abeul them - they ars just a
brilliart wagon!

Al good, then, Size aside, is thene anything
at all to put wou off buying an Badiord? The
ILls are pecking up in price at the mosent,' sayy
Stieart. ‘The cheapast we bought one for was
argurd E2000, but now you'ne kaaking at anoursd

£500M) for & good one. 5311l nof & toriune when
waul consider what you're gatting.

D] Sebwy bnows the WU Beier than
mast, havin g ereviausly donea menstrous
trek fror the UK o Cape Town with his pariner
li=ha in their Ba) Orange Bedioed |called 'Bab
obsiauslyl. The Bedliord Mlize simple beast
wiith Bgtle o go wenoreg, e esplain s Give I8
chean el clean off and - chaan air, and it will
rur forewar, There is no arBioand comgutar,

n mithertrasrd and no micrechips, Mo power
steerindg efthier, cama ta thatl

‘Listen 1o vour Bedfard. Yaur Bedfard wil
el s IF sornsthing s amiss. Whether your
wars and bradn are tuned in might be ansther
matter. Howevar if ¥era e g “Funny noise,”
slap swhille and ched (F gt Mone often than
Aol itwill be something simple that can be feed
i ranLLes,

Below left: Behind the M5 5 4-jitre diesal engine, & four-speed manual box turns 8 prop
running back to a remote transfor case. This is seen here alongside the prag running

forward te the fromt diff

Eebow right: This is the rear prop, viewed from beneath the transfer case. The linkage seen
on the underside of the case ilfustrates the kind of technology the B is made of, which in
turn i why it"s stifl 5o dependabhe aTter all these years
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‘Lisisks after yonar Becfond and 18wl Ioak after
win. Treal it with respact! Chieck the ail, water,
airand tyres svery day, 'Walk mound with tha
BN running, listen for odd noeses and kaok
for escaping oif, fuel or air. 1t chould ba shvious
whan something is not quite right; just use your
A s AN COMICH Serida,

“If tha @nging timiing (8 ywell et up i will tick
over very slowby at about 300vpm. The rolse
o Lich aver i imigue - a sort of hodlow “plonk,
plonk, plenk.” Very alton sameans with a
“mechanscal gas” will Bstan and say what sweet
MmLsicitis?

ol tend 1o ondiss &t arpund 25mphma
Bapotiord ML AL S0mh, 1t juss takes that much
miore comcemtiatian fo l.-ggl_l I & 5.1_r;|iHII|| lire
thad the extra Smph Just st weorkh the effort.
Aleo, owr trinck had & problem with steering
shiaka that we |List cauldn't sobve. It secms a ok
of M5 have this prablem. At smund Somiph
the steenng wheel would begin to wbrate and
then serously shake - liks vou get in 8 o with
wnbalanced whesls,

it woulkd be nica togo a bit faster and get o
your destinabon a little bit sooner and 1o this
end yau might candider changing the standard
faurspesd gearbon for Lhe five-speed. Bul ifheve
15 ni paing iF yow Can's oure Ehe sbeerimg shake
arnrwane Just show down to45mph and the
prablem goes away,

The ride is hard, You just have to take a look
gt ihie massive leaf springs to see why, Howaver
the ride is todally transfonmed when the vehicles
b soime koaed aiv biard. But try nok to hitany
spied ramips too fa st

Fuel consummption varies mgsskaehy On
smpoth harmac roads across tha desert, we
achicwed I9mpg - besterthan a lptof the
oider Range Ravers and Land Crulsars, Off-road
in fand, howeyer, our consumption would
generally be about 10mpg and inseriousty deeo
sand we eslimated we ware doing abowt Smpg:

1Fyoie by am B rave, therss almodt fs
and Tt dutles it might have peclormed in
its furmy days, Dlumipar trucs, petnsd tardkear,
riadheay laging wehiche, recovery vehicle light
reconnaissance drone carrk, Signals wehagle,
artillery contral centre, bridging truck.., itsa
Lrs go-snywiere, do-amething hem
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Above et MUs offer & whole now level of scope when [t comes ta modding. David Sefway turnad his into a home on wheels for sverland
expeditions. The campar unit en the back i a thing of complete wonder - mere sbout the truck, and its travaels, noxt month

Abowe right: Jon Beach had teic MJs which he uses far hpawy rer

comipares. Pulling & 44-ton dead weight off road? Mot a problem..

| standard doom, the M) ha
side and tailgate, and the canvas
Borees were often remoaed oo make
containers, On some variants a byd
itted - rmaking use of the sama virt
{2 |1 50 popistsr with fecovery sery
More than teed decades after prroductio
Daaked, waul E 51 See Al Mls on Salishury
Plain, Loak further afield anc w
i SErVICS TOEE )
Helgivim, Banmlbedes
Make mo rdstakos,
highest ceder 8% 7 a truck than daald
carry um to 30 fully equipped ha the

sEaTs peay anc shove 3 bed I there. ., mayoe
Ak i ; bathrosm?
It certaindy Bawn do

manth's issue when e
and Tesha's

il e about Dancid
s throsigh Adrica alboand By

goads vehicle
e Bediord prospered

ery work. and he reckans there's nothing slee in the warkd that

mvade a street
NEAr oAl &5 it
prosence, tak
Imagine the adwentum
of pach MU = and Inde

L with il ominais
o achmine M= glory,
rials ard tribudatsom
the lives af all thos=

men wha have cperatad, r
swivesd abpard these epic, tir
el aEaiiEies

reaf Bnfis

52 e AW D-Uie Begfard W/ in
aedckary, mear fdarked

alexperkences |
levik poinkall battes. Fi
dArmairgesdon ook




